
F4: Word Maker, Part 1
Lesson Objective: Using a consonant letter card but no picture aids, children will hear the letter’s
phoneme followed by the rest of a spoken, one-syllable word (onset-rime) and blend the two parts
together into one spoken word.

Materials & Preparation
• word list
• sound cards — these are the same as the cards from What’s My Word? Part 1 (F1)

Print out the picture cards and sound cards, preferably on sturdy card-stock paper, and cut them
apart. The word index and the list of starting sounds are for the adult’s reference.

You will want to prop up the phoneme card for each round so that the child is looking straight at
it. Lean it against a block or something so that it is angled appropriately.

Before starting the game, do a quick review of the target sound:

Adult: Remember, this is how the /mmm/ sound looks when it is written down.

Listen carefully: /mmmmm/. What’s the sound?

Child: /mmm/.

Adult: Yes, /mmm/. Now touch under it and say the sound with me.

Get ready:

[Touch under the card and say the sound in unison with the child.] Adult and

Child:

/mmm/.

Adult: Once more, by yourself. Get ready:

Child: [while touching card underneath letter] /mmm/.

Adult: Good job saying the /mmm/ sound!



F4: Word Maker, Part 1 (continued)
NOTE: When working with a stop sound (a.k.a. “quick and quiet” sound), like /b/, you may need
to say the sound a few times to make sure the child hears you, like “/b/ /b/ /b/.” But when the
child responds, she should just say the sound once.

Activity
Video: How to play Word Maker, Parts 1-3

Pick a starting sound (for example, /mmm/), and refer to the word list for suggested words
starting with that sound. You will say the word to the child in two parts, separated by a
one-second pause (written as • •), and he must combine them into a whole word.

Adult: I’m going to say this sound [point to the sound card] and some more sounds.

You put the sounds together and tell me what word they make.

Listen: [point to card] /mmm/ • • /ap/.

Again: /mmm/ • • /ap/.

What’s my word?

Child: Map!

Adult: Yes, /mmm/ • • /ap/ is map. Good job making the word!

Our word list has up to 30 words for each starting sound. Say the words for that starting sound,
emphasize the starting sound, and have your child repeat each word back to you. Then go back
and repeat any that the child struggled with.

Pick five words from the list for that starting sound. Say each word in two parts. Have the child
make the word from its parts, and then have him use the word in a sentence. This is a great way
to review the skill of Creating Sentences.

Keep returning to this activity until the child has covered all the starting sounds.

NOTE: Have the child point under the letter on the sound card each time he combines your two
spoken sound parts and says the whole word starting with that sound.



F4: Word Maker, Part 1 (continued)

Small Groups (2-5 children)
Additional Materials:

 two crayons (one red, one green) for each child

Adaptation: Read the main activity, watch the video, and follow the instructions above, with the
following changes:

Do the activity together, providing many opportunities for practice. Then give each child one red
and one green crayon. Red means no, and green means yes. Use the word list and call on one
child at a time to blend the two-word parts into one word. The other children will agree or
disagree with the answer by holding up a red or green crayon. Then ask if anyone in the group
can make a sentence using that word.


