
I 5: Heads or Tails, Part 2
Lesson Objective: Using only digraph sounds picture cards as aids, children will hear and isolate the
digraph phoneme in a word, decide whether the digraph occurs at the beginning or end of the word, and

match the digraph phoneme to its corresponding letter card.

Materials
• game board
• word index
• sound cards for the digraphs (same as for the previous activity)
• bingo markers, checkers, or pennies

Print the game board, and sound cards onto sturdy card-stock paper, and cut the sound cards
apart. Trim and tape the two game board pages together. The word list is for the adult’s reference
only.

Activity
Video: How to play Heads or Tails, Part 2

Before starting the game, do a quick review of the digraph sounds and sound cards. Have the
child touch each sound card and tell you the sound each one makes.

Place the dog game board in front of the child, with the five sound cards in a row above the
game board.

Now introduce and demonstrate the game for your child. She will hear you say a word, repeat
the word, identify the “special sound” and its sound card, and decide whether the special sound
is at the head (beginning) or tail (end) of the word. Once she decides, she can put a game piece
(such as a checker or penny) on the head or tail of the dog.

Adult: Sometimes you hear a special sound at the beginning, or head, of a word,

and sometimes you hear a special sound at the end, or tail, of a word.

Listen, and repeat the word I say, then find the sound card that matches the

special sound you hear in the word. Then tell me if the special sound comes at

the head or tail of the word.



I 5: Heads or Tails, Part 2 (continued)
Adult: Let me show you. Listen: whale.

/wh/ [Point to /wh/ card and puff out cheeks in “whh” gesture.]

/wh/ is at the head of whale.

So I can put a penny at the head of the dog!

Now you try. Listen: chip.

Child: Chip.

Adult: That’s right. What special sound do you hear? Listen: chip.

Child: /ch/ [points to /ch/ card]

Adult: Yes. What motion do we do for that sound?

Child: [Makes chopping gesture] /ch/

Adult: Is that sound at the head or tail of the word?

Child: Um…

Adult: Listen: chip. Is the special sound at the head, or at the tail?

Child: The head!

Adult: Yes, the /ch/ sound is at the head of chip.

So put a penny on the dog’s head.

Go through at least 20 words in a session, in random order so the child gets a mix of special
sounds at the “head” and “tail” of a variety of words. Make note of any words or digraphs the
child struggles with, and revisit those words at the end.



I 5: Heads or Tails, Part 2 (continued)

Small Groups (2-5 children)
Additional Materials:

 enough markers for everyone in the group (preferably each child gets a particular color)

Adaptation: Read the main activity, watch the video, and follow the instructions above, with the
following changes:

Start by reviewing the digraph sounds. Give each child a digraph sound card and ask her to say
the sound it makes. Have all children in the group repeat the sound after the child. Make sure all
the children get a chance to say all five “special sounds”: /ch/, /sh/, /th/, /wh/, and /ng/.

Play the game in a circle on the rug, placing the game board in the center of the circle. Remind
children that for a special sound at the beginning of a word, they put a marker on the head of the
dog, and if the sound comes at the end of the word, they mark the tail of the dog. Give each child
a spoken word from the word list. The child should repeat the word, identify the correct digraph
sound card, and then place the marker on the dog’s head or its tail.


